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HFDAG - Hanwell Fields Development Action Group

Letter of objection sent to Cherwell District Council, January 2013
North Hanwell Fields proposed development (BAN2)

Many members of the Hanwell Fields Development Action Group (HFDAG) have been 

signing and sending this letter:

“Dear Jane Dunkin

I strongly OBJECT to these plans. They breach the councils original requirement for the 

development of Hanwell Fields that was agreed by the developers at the time of building. 

Furthermore and for this reason my house was purchased on the strong understanding 

that the Northern Boundary of Dukes Meadow Drive would not be built upon.

This countryside is enjoyed by many people and it is what enticed us to the area in the 

first place. If these plans persist then we will no longer be an 'edge of town' development 

as again we have been assured in the past. Cherwell Council have fought this 

development once before, it went to appeal and lost. Nothing has changed from that 

previous attempt.

Cherwell Council should be supporting the principle of the Northern Boundary as they are 

to the South with developments at Saltway. If this is given the green light then so should 

the proposed southern developments.

The proposed height of the buildings by persimmon implies condensed, overbearing and 

claustrophobic living. We have a right to green, open space, by allowing this development 



infringes that right. I object to the spoiling of a perfectly good environmental landscape to 

be replaced by urban sprawl.

The visual impact of such prominent housing will have a negative effect on both house 

prices and saleability in an already declining market. Demand for housing in Cherwell is 

being grossly over judged by CDC. If such a demand was evident then why are so many 

houses still for sale in and around Banbury. Many on Hanwell Fields for 12 months or 

more. Also given that other areas of Banbury have been granted permission to develop 

housing for nearly 5 years and yet not One brick has been laid.

I would like to discuss these plans with the planning inspector or at least have some sort 

of representation, I have a right to do this. I also have a right to be supported by the 

council as ultimately they SHOULD have my concerns in mind and represent me and 

other Hanwell Fields residents and not the developers. It appears the council have 

collaborated with the developers to try and get this plan pushed through no matter what 

the implications or the thoughts of those most affected.

The site is unsustainable as it is too far from many aspects of Banbury, and it 

encourages car use on what is considered a very over congested route. Allowing this 

development does not address or indeed fix this problem. There is a distinct lack of 

infrastructure to support such a number of houses.

The manner in which this area has been selected has no bearing on the sustainability of 

the site, there are far better sites to develop housing around Banbury that have been 

selectively removed from the Cherwell Local Plan, these areas include Land West of 

Warwick Road and Saltway.

Hanwell Fields is still un-adopted, as a resident I have not received my full requirement 

of services. Cherwell Council have had 10 years to sort out this site. I have no confidence 

in them being able to effectively manage or deliver housing and services any better than 

the appalling treatment we get now. These plans will be rejected if common sense 

prevails.”


